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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which 
claims fees have been paid, namely claim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 
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□ All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 

□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 

□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 



□ None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 



The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts 
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the 
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC). 




European Patent 
Office 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
SHEET B 



EP 04 75 7129 



Application I 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-5 



The application lacks unity within the meaning of Article 82 EPC, for the 
following reasons: 

The bone plate assembly of claim 1 has nothing in common with the 
drill guide assembly of claim 6. 

There are no common or corresponding technical features between the 
two inventions, i.e. the plate assembly and the drill guide assembly and 
hence there is no unity. 

Hence, the following two inventions are not so linked as to form a 
single general inventive concept: 

1: Claims 1-5: bone plate assembly 
2: Claims 6-20: drill guide assembly 

In accordance with Rule 164(1) EPC the supplementary search report 
has been drawn up on those parts of the application which relate to the 
invention first mentioned in the claims. 
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Surgical drill guide assembly 
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